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Articles, accident briefs, and associated material in this magazine sre non-direc-
tive in nature. All suggestions and recommendations are intended to remain within the
scope of existing directives. Information used to brief accidents and incidents does
not identify the persons, places, or units involved and may not be construed as in-
criminating under Article 31 of tha Unitorm Code of Military Justice. Names, dates,
and places used in conjunction with accident stories are fictitious. Air Force units
are encouraged to republish the material contained herein; however, contents are not
for public release. Written pPermission must be obtained from HQ TAC before material
may be republished by other than Department of Defense organizations.

Contributions of articles, photos, and items of Interest from personne! in the field
are encouraded, as are comments and criticism. We reserve the right to edit all manu-
scripts for clarity and readability. Direct communication is authorized with: The Edi-
tor, TAC ATTACK, HQ TAC (SEP), Langlev AFB. Va. 23365.

Distribution FX, Controlled by SEP - TAC Publications B8ulletin. No. 22, dated 3
June 1970 Autovon 432-2937
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In the August 1969 issue of the TAC ATTACK, we
took a “‘Second Look at Formation Midairs.” In that
article we were primarily concerned with collisions which
occurred during air combat maneuvering. Now, another
facet of the formation bash has reared its head — we're
running into each other during everyday ‘‘no sweat
situations’’.

At the turn of the year our message traffic began to
include some startling incidents. In one month alone, no
tess than four midairs were recorded. The following two
months brought two more for a total of six. Next came an
accident which occurred in another command — it was
caused when a wingman was trying to AVOID a midair
with his leader on GCA final. They were at 1500 feet, 190
knots when Lead called for full fiaps. His came down and
he looked back at Two. The wingman was seen to ciose on
Lead, drop back sharply, then roll into a hard left bank.
The crew ejected shortly thereafter.

Now back to our incidents. There is nothing new in
any of them, these things have been going on for
years — and will probably continue as long as we fly
airplanes. We're fortunate that these all ended as just
“fender-benders.” But if we don‘t learn the lessons

4

REVISITED

experience has made available to us, the future may not
be bright for some. We'll talk about six incidents here,
they fall into three general categories:

® Inattention

® Collision on takeoff

@ Hang-in-itis

INATTENTION

This one was a flight of three 100s, the mission was
local area familiarization for the two wingmen who had
not flown from this base before. They were to proceed to
their training area, look at various checkpoints, then look
over their gunnery range. The flight proceeded as briefed
until arriving at the range. 1t was in use so they headed off
in route formation. At this time they were at 15,000 feet.
The two wingmen began discussing a point on the ground
so Lead started a gentle right turn toward it.

Shortly after beginning the turn, the leader heard and
felt a hard thump. He looked over his left shoulder and
saw one of his wingmen almost inverted. Radio calls
confirmed that Number Two had run into him and had
lost his aitspeed and aitimeter. A visual check of Number
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